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The Winter Olympics are aninternational sporting event.
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They  takeplace every 4  vyears.
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Athletes compete in sports on snow and ice.
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Events include snowboarding, ice hockey and figure skating.
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The first  Winter Olympics took place in 1924,

%\i /N I]

They wereheld in Chamonix, France.
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In1924  only 16  countries took part.
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Thisyear, athletes from over countries  will participate.
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Thisyear, the Winter Olympics will take place in  Italy.

o< 5

Events are shared between 2 places: Mllan and Cortina.
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Sking and sliding sports will take place in Cortina.
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Indoor events like ice hockey will take place in Milan.




j‘

% N7 —e F (2

Athletes must demonstrate speed, skill and strength.
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Insome events, they must also show  teamwork.
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Many of theevents are dangerous.
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Winter athletes also need to be brave.
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Figure Skating
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Skaters perform jumps, spins and dances.
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Skaters an perform on their own in pairs.
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Skaters arejudgedon howwell theymoveand the level of difficulty.
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Figure skating is a beautiful and elegant sport.




Ice Hockey
Lo 2

Ice hockey is played by two teams.
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Players skate fast to  push a puck into a goal.
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Theteam with  the most goals  wins.
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Icehockey is afast and exciting sport.
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Curling
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Players slide heavy curling stones across  theice.
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The stone mustreach atarget.
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Players sweep theice to make thestone travel further.
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Curling needs careful planning and teamwork.
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Speed Skating
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Speed skaters  race  around anicerink asquickly asthey can.

T B s 4=

Speed skaters  wear  special iceskates to skate smoothly.
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Races can be long or short.
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The fastest skater  wins.
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Bobsleigh
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Teams race down anicy track in asled.
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Teams push thesled at thestart to  gain speed.
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Thesled moves veryfast like arollercoaster.
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The quickest  time wins  the race.
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Alpine Skiing
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Skiers  race quickly down steep  snowy hills.
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Skiers must  weave around flags called ‘'gates'.
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If skiers agate they receive atime penalty.
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Alpine skiing includes slalom and downhill skiing.
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Cross Country Skiing
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Cross country skiing is like  running in thesnow wearing skis.
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Skiers race  longdistances across the snow.
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Some races include shooting too.
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Cross country sking and shooting is asport called biathlon.
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Ski Jumping
¥ I k¢ @

Ski jumpers slidedown aramp andjump as far asthey can.
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They must stay balanced and steady.
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Skijumpers arejudgedon distance, landing and technique.
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Skijumpers  often  feellike they are flying.
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Snowboarding
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Snowboardersride on asingle snowboard.
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They  perform jumps, tricks or races.
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Snowboarders need strength, balance and coordination.
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Snowboarding is exciting to watch.
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figure skating
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curling
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ice hockey
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bobsleigh
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speed skating
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Alpine skiing
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cross country
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slalom
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ski jumping
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snowboarding
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biathlon
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curling stone

puck
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Winter Olympics
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